
Twinkle, Twinkle Little Star was written by Jane Taylor in 1804.  From a family of writers, 
Jane, her sisters and friends enjoyed creating poems for children.  Some time later, it 
became linked to the French folksong "Ah! vous dirai-je, Maman" ---first published in 1761 
but likely much older in origin.   Many, many parodies of Twinkle Twinkle have been written 
through the years and it has been included in numerous movies in one form or another.

The Mad Hatter, from Lewis Carroll's Alice in Wonderland, is the first known to change the 
words to "Twinkle, Twinkle, Little Bat".    Carroll fits the words to the Mad Hatter's Tea Party 
by having the bat fly "like a tea tray in the sky".   

The words in the CanDo Music song, are a Canadian version of the twinkling bat, sung in 
the minor.

Twin-kle twin-kle lit-tle    bat,     how  I won-der  where you're at 

Fly -ing right  a -  cross the moon,   To  the  mus-ic    of    a   loon,

Twinkle, Twinkle words: Canada
2010

LJClare et al

Key Dm, first note: D(do)
count-in:  1,2,3,4,Twinkle...
arr: ljc

Twin-kle twin-kle       lit-tle    bat,       how  I   won-der  where you're at 

Twinkle, twinkle, little bat!
How I wonder what you're at!
Up above the world you fly,
Like a tea tray in the sky.
Twinkle, twinkle, little bat!
How I wonder what you're at!

The Mad Hatter reciting, as illustrated by John Tenniel

A familiar tune played in Dm with a slow tempo to complement the new “bat” theme.  The mp4 of 
Twinkle Bat and story, outlines how variations come into being through the years.
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Mica, mica, parva stella,
Miror quaenam sis tam bella.
Super terra in caelo,
Alba gamma splendido.
Mica mica, parva stella,
Miror quaenam sis tam bella.

Latin translation
from Mary Mapes Dodge’s
When Life is Young  1894

Translations, Transliterations
     and  Speculations

Twinkle, twinkle little star
How I wonder what you are,
You shine above the world so high
Like a lightbulb in the sky
I'd love to catch you in my net
and keep you as a special pet!

Twinkle, twinkle little star
I do so wonder what you are
When snuggled up in bed at night
Cozy, warm, and tucked up tight,
I dream that I can fly a rocket
and gather stardust in my pocket

Twinkle, twinkle little star
How I wonder what youa re
Does a man live on the moon?
And did he see the dish and spoon?
And if the moon is made of cheese,
Will you save some for me, please?

Twinkle, twinkle, little star
What do you see from afar?
Are there mice just like me
Living way across the sea?
Are there stars for us all up there
Or do some folks have to share?

Scintillate, scintillate, globule vivivic
Would I could fathom thy matter specific
Lustily proud in ether capacious
Strongly resembling a gen carbonaceous
Scintillate, scintillate, globule vivivic
Would I could fathom thy matter specific

Anon

source unknown

Paradies

Twinkle, twinkle Southern Cross
What you are, I’m at a loss
Up above the world so high
You look like diamonds in the sky

When the blazing sun is gone
When he nothing shines upon
then your bright and tiny spark
Lights the swaggie in the dark

Now Mrs. Roo in all the dark
Thanks you for a tiny spark
How could she see which way to go
If you did not twinkle so?

On my roof the wombat plays
Basking in your silvery rays
One two three, and then two more
At school we learn that’s over four

But what you are, I’m at a loss
You’ve got me thinking Southern Cross

Unk White

Twinkle, Twinkle, Southern Cross
by Robert Holden
National Library of Australia
Canberra   1992

Scamper, scamper little mouse
All around my great big house
In between the walls you go
Where you are I do not know
Scamper, scamper little mouse
All around my great big house

LJC   2001



Twin-kle twin-kle    lit-tle   star        how I  won-de r what you are

Up  a - bove the world so high        like a    dia-mond  in  the  sky

Twin-kle twin-kle     lit-tle    star        how  I   won-der  what you are

Twinkle, Twinkle England
1804

Jane Taylor

Key D, first note: D(do)
a cappella count-in:  1,2,3,4,Twinkle...

Twinkle, twinkle, little star,
How I wonder what you are!
Up above the world so high,
Like a diamond in the sky!

When the blazing sun is gone,
When he nothing shines upon,
Then you show your little light,
Twinkle, twinkle, all the night.

Then the traveller in the dark,
Thanks you for your tiny spark,
He could not see which way to go,
If you did not twinkle so.

In the dark blue sky you keep,
And often through my curtains peep,
For you never shut your eye,
Till the sun is in the sky.

As your bright and tiny spark,
Lights the traveller in the dark, ----
Though I know not what you are,
Twinkle twinkle, little star.

Original Poem by Jane Taylor
set to a French folksong she knew
    “Ah, vous dirai-je Maman”    early 1700s
   first published  1774

The Words The Music/Melody

Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart
Variations on “Ah vous dirai-je, Maman
K. 265/K.300e

Camille Saint-Saens, Carnival of the Animals
12th movement (Fossiles)

and others

(Oh Mama, I want to tell you,
What it is that causes me torment?
Papa wants me to think/reason
like an adult,
but me, I say that candy
is more important than thinking.)

Ah! Vous dirai-je, Maman,
Ce qui cause mon tourment?
Papa veut que je raisonne,
Comme une grande personne;
Moi, je dis que les bonbons
Valent mieux que la raison.

       
This same melody may be heard in The Alphabet 
Song, Baa Baa Black Sheep and as a part of many 
classical pieces of music where the composers didn’t 
mind building on the ideas of others.

A new poem and an old folksong came together to create this wistful question  --a question that crosses 
generations.

music box piano

Jane Taylor    1805



CanDo Music 1    February    139 Lesley J Clare

Lesson Plan for    20 a     ends  here.

"Now, imagine that you aren’t on the rocket ship,  you are the 
rocket ship!  When I say "Go," find a space on the mat where you 
aren't touching anyone and show me a rocket ship before take off.   
"Go!"

Comment on several "rocket ship" shapes   e.g.  Ali is crouched down low 
to show the rocket hasn't gone up yet;   Sam has arms out like the fins on 
a rocket ship.

"When a rocket ship takes off, it goes up very quickly.    When we 
get to the end of the count-down, take off straight up, stretch 
yourself as high as you can to show up.   When you run out of fuel,  
then gently fall down on the mat.  Ready for the count-down?   
Ten, nine ....   Blast Off!"  (You may want to try this a few times.)

"On board the rocket ship we have some help  ---it's a robot, and 
it's music sounds like this:  (Play a bit of the robot music.)   

Now you aren't a rocket ship anymore.  You're a robot.   Listen for 
your music.   When it is going, move with your music like a robot 
moves.  When your music stops,  freeze in place."  (During the stop 
places, comment on how students are moving like robots to give positive 
reinforcement and encourage other students to try new movements.)

At the end, have students walk like robots to their next activity.

Music & Movement/DanceMusic & Movement/Dance

1

2

3

4

5

Enjoy the Repertoire  Enjoy the Repertoire    Student Choice of Song or Dance

New RepertoireNew Repertoire

Take some time today to choose songs and dances from the repertoire 
list.   Time to sing known songs is good for the voice and spirit!

Zoom Zoom Zoom!

If you have a “young” Grade 1 class, they might enjoy a 
round of Twinkle Twinkle Little Star as it fits today’s theme,  
OR   try Twinkle Twinkle Little Bat from October’s lessons.

A and M ybe ...
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