
La -  dy -   bug,        La  -   dy - bug,          fly      a  -  way         home            Your

house is       on              fire____    your           child -  ren   all            roam

All     ex -  cept            one,                            her         name  is        Ann

She          hid              un  -  der     the            fry     -      ing              pan

Ladybug,  Ladybug nursery rhyme
England

1600s

Farmers like ladybugs.   They eat the aphids that eat the crops.   In years past, farmers usually burnt their fields 
after harvest to rid them of insects or pests.  It became traditional for farmers to recite this rhyme before the 
burning in the superstitious belief that the ladybugs would then fly away safe to come back and continue 
helping the farmers.  The “little Ann” and “frying pan” could refer to an adolescent ladybug, safe from the 
fire in her pupal case.

The rhyme itself, however, probably comes from the time of the Protestant reformation in England (1550s-
1660s).  There were years when it was illegal for Catholics to celebrate the mass.   Often they would gather in 
fields far away from towns for secrecy.   The cry of “Ladybug/bird,  Ladybug/bird fly away home” was a 
warning that soldiers were near.  (In England, ladybugs are known as ladybirds i.e. a reference to the 
Madonna Mary.)  Guy Fawkes tried to destroy the parliament building with gunpower and fire as a protest.  
There is also speculation that its creation has something to do with the Great Fire of London in 1666.  The first 
known publication date for Ladybug, Ladybug is 1865.

His name is Fred.
He hid under his mother's bed.

Her name is Sue.
She hid in her sister's shoe.

Her name is Mo
She hid in the cookie dough

His name is Zack
He hid in an old backpack

The oldest version of the rhyme 
has Ann hiding in various places  
e.g. under a warming pan, 
porridge pan, pudding pan or a 
frying pan.

Ladybug Ladybug
glockenspiel, ratchet, drum
reading, composition, England

England
1600s

Make up new name-verses for this simple rhyme with an interesting history.



Dance & DramaDance & Drama(A) (B)

MusicMusic(C)

Glance ahead through April lessons to see the “Bug 
Connection.”   Consider linking music to other 
subjects  e.g. science;  visual arts (symmetry);  etc.

Warm-UpsWarm-Ups(3 minutes)

Practice and ReviewPractice and Review

Music & Movement/DanceMusic & Movement/Dance

Optional IdeasOptional Ideas

Body:  Making Faces
Form:  Dipsy Doodle (page 136)

AA

Music - Poetry - Composition
      Ladybug, Ladybug coupletsSongs and Mood:   Poor Little Bug

 Differentiating Dance and Marches
 March:  The Ants Come Marching

CC

BB

Work Page
     Music Literacy:  Rhythm & Beat Counting

Repertoire Review
      Sing, dance, chant the Bug Repertoire
     

CanDo Music 1    April    196 Lesley J Clare

Focus:  creating   —   composition

Lesson

bAprilAprilAprilAprilApril 28

Experiment with different march 
formations  e.g.  in two’s;  three’s; 
long line; 3 shorter lines ...

Show pictures (or see video) of the 
instruments used to play the march.

Poor Little Bug On the Wall
La Cucaracha
Eency Weency Spider variations
    incl:  The Internetting Spider
Little Arabella Miller
Brown and Furry
Bug On the Ceiling
The Ants Go Marching

I can do music in Lesson  28 .  My name is _________________________________
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Ask me to tell you about the bugs.

ladybug

cockroach 

spider

aphid

caterpillar

butterfly

fly

ant

bumble bee

flies

Rhythm Count
(How many claps?)

Beat Count
(How many hearts/beats?)

or

or

or

or

or

or

or

or

or

or

What's My Name?AA Work Page Work Page     Rhythm and Beat Counting
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Display a copy of the workpage (use a document 
reader; the digital copy in the Bug File or 
enlarge part of the page with a photocopier.

Do the first 3 bugs with the whole class.  The 
third column is a challenge to recognize the 
silhouettes and print their names.

Student work time at desks  ---each student 
begins by re-doing the first three on the page.

Either use as an assessment tool for teaching 
(Are enough students in the class “getting” the big 

ideas  --or do the concepts need to be reviewed?)  or 
for individual students.

4



Farmers like ladybugs.   They eat the aphids that eat the crops.   In years past, farmers usually burnt their fields after 
harvest to rid them of insects or pests.  It became traditional for farmers to recite this rhyme before the burning in the 
superstitious belief that the ladybugs would then fly away safe to come back and continue helping the farmers.

The rhyme itself, however, probably comes from the time of the Protestant reformation in England.  There were years 
when it was illegal for Catholics to celebrate the mass.   Often they would gather in fields far away from towns for 
secrecy.   The cry of “Ladybug/bird,  Ladybug/bird fly away home” was a warning that soldiers were near.  (In England, 
ladybugs are known as ladybirds.)   There is also speculation that its creation has something to do with the Great Fire 
of London in 1666.  The first known publication date for Ladybug, Ladybug is 1865.
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Lesson Plan for   28b  ends here.. 

"I wonder why they wanted the ladybugs to fly away?  (Say the 
rhyme again.)  What do you think?  Why did they want the 
ladybugs to fly away?"  (the answers will be interesting eh?)  Briefly 
explain why farmers liked ladybugs.  If you are doing a science unit on 
life cycles, the ladybug makes an interesting study.

Students may know at least the first two lines of this rhyme.   Invite them 
to say it with you.  

Then ask:  "Where was Ann?"  (under the frying pan)  

"Some farmers grow crops on their fields, grains like oats or 
wheat.  People like to eat grains, but so do bugs!  A long time 
ago, in England, after the grain was harvested, the farmers 
burned their fields to try to get rid of insects that like to eat the 
grain.   Before the farmers set the fire, some of them shouted:

Ladybug, ladybug, fly away home
Your house is on fire, your children all roam,
All except one, her name is Ann
She hid under the frying pan!

Chant:Chant:   Ladybug, LadybugBB

One theory is that “Ann” refers 
to the pupae stage of the 
ladybug.  The developing bug 
would have been safe from 
fire within this capsule.

Make up several new verses and say them with the students.

Her name is Sue
She hid in her sister’s shoe

His name is Zack
He hid in an old backpack

Her name is Mo
She hid in the cookie dough

His name is Fred
He hid under his mother’s bed

“If there is a fire in my house, I don’t hide under a frying pan --
what do I do?  (review fire safety rules)  But, this chant is about a 
bug   --a young bug spends some developing in a pupa which 
would protect it from fire.   So the chant is just joking about the 
ladybug’s children hiding from the fire, they were safe in their 
pupae.”

“Let’s make a joke about the ladybug’s children.  
Where else could they hide in a house?

*under a chair             
                      What is a name that rhymes with chair?
                       Nadair?

*under a rug                 ---Doug?
*under the bedstead    ---Ahmed?”
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