
Gelett Burgess was born in Boston.  As soon as he was able, he moved 
west to San Franscico.  Since he had a degree from MIT (Mass Institute of 
Technology), Gelett's first job was as a draftsman for the city planners.  He 
was fired due to a prank he played which involved a statue in a city park.  
Soon after, he and a few friends, began a small magazine called "The Lark" 
which was devoted to things absurd.  The "Purple Cow" was in the 1895  
first edition.

Unfortunately, for Gelett, the Purple Cow became very popular.  People 
liked to quote it, and to make up paradies of it.  Gelett wanted people to 
pay attention to other, more refined things that he wrote, so in April 1897 
he printed, in the Lark:
 Ah, yes, I wrote the “Purple Cow” —
 I’m Sorry, now, I wrote it;
 But I can tell you Anyhow
 I’ll kill you if you Quote it!

I    never saw a purple cow  I   never hope to see one

But   I can tell you any how  I’d   rather see than be one!
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I Never Saw A Purple Cow

1895 saw the beginning of “Purple Cow” popularity.  Join in with the 
ditty and explore different musical ways to perform its rhymes.
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Enjoy the idea this silly poem was written by a grown-up for other grown-ups.  Then, 
teach the poem by having students echo one line at a time.

Divide the class into two.   Have each group say the poem on their own once.  Use a 
simple  1,2,3,4 to count-in.    
Repeat, but this time the second group doesn't get a count-in, they start when the first 
group finishes.

Finally, try the poem as a simple round.  The second group begins after "I've 
never seen."

Practice Using Elements with ...Practice Using Elements with ...    I Never Saw a Purple Cow

This simple poem captures attention easily.  When students are quiet and watching, I 
simply launch into saying it once, then without comment, I say it again. 
 Ask:  “Have you ever seen a purple cow?"

If you have the technology, show the songvideo of I Never Saw now.

"Here's a challenge.   I have the word cards here for dynamics and tempo 
and articulation.   This group is going to begin.   I'll hold up a card  (?forte).  
While you are saying the purple cow chant, you need to use  --what kind of 
voice?  (loud).   Yes.   When you get started, I'm going to change the card so 
when the other group says the chant, they have different instructions to 
follow.   You need to be ready to begin immediately after the first group 
ends.    Up for the challenge?   First group gets the count-in."

It becomes a 
bit of a game 
with volumes 
and tempos 
c h a n g i n g  
quickly.

If you’re looking for more “P” fun, you can always try:
Peter Piper picked a peck of pickled peppers. A peck of pickled 
peppers Peter Piper picked.  If Peter Piper picked a peck of picked 
peppers, where’s the peck of pickled peppers Peter Piper picked?
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Gelett Burgess was born in Boston.  As soon as he was able, he moved west to San Franscico.  Since he had 
a degree from MIT (Mass Institute of Technology), Gelett's first job was as a draftsman for the city planners.  
He was fired due to a prank he played which involved a statue in a city park.  Soon after, he and a few 
friends, began a small magazine called "The Lark" which was devoted to things absurd.  The "Purple Cow" 
was in the 1895  first edition.

Unfortunately, for Gelett, the Purple Cow became very popular.  People liked to quote it, and to make up 
paradies of it.  Gelett wanted people to pay attention to other, more refined things that he wrote, so in April 
1897 he printed, in the Lark:
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Ah, yes, I wrote the “Purple Cow” —

 I’m Sorry, now, I wrote it;

 But I can tell you Anyhow

 I’ll kill you if you Quote it!

count-in:  1and 2 and 3 and 4 I ....
 



Since you’re looking at purple cows,
why not try making a purple stew?



Since "purple" is the theme of the day, try this campsong.   Engage students in the idea of purple 
food    e.g.   "Hands up if some of your thanksgiving dinner was coloured green,    red,    
yellow,     purple?"   What kind of foods are usually purple?  (eggplant, grapes, plums)   Today 
we're going to make a purple stew! 

Post the music.  Play the mp3 vocals.  Challenge students to listen and clap everywhere they 
see a quarter rest/sh.   

"Part of this song is spoken instead of sung.  How can you tell by looking at the music?"  
(instead of circles for headnotes, there are 'x's)   Listen again, clapping for the rests, and saying 
the words that are spoken.

Students sing withe the recorded music.         Then,  students sing without the recorded music.

CreatingCreating a Purple Stew Rondo

e - ven       a     pur - ple          you!

Pur-ple      po - ta -toes and      pur-ple    to - ma -toes and

Making a Purple Stew

Mak-ing      a    pur - ple        stew, whip whip whip whip

Mak-ing      a      pur - ple           stew,  stew-by, dew-by do

Fan-cy meet-ing you     in   a       pur-ple   x    stew!

Canada
campsong

1900's

Key G, first note A(re)
a capella count-in:  1,2,3,4,Making...
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A rondo is a bit like a club sandwich.   The bread is Part A, 
                                                            add filling for Part B, 
                                                     more bread again Part A,
                                                  a different filling for Part C,
                                             and finish off with more Part A.   
In a rondo, the singers keep "coming around to" the beginning part.

A
B
A
C
A

Rondo


	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4

