
John Jacob Jingleheimer Schmidt
Key F first note A, count-in: 1,2,3,4,John...

too.               When  ev- er   I   go  out,       the  peo-ple al-ways shout there goes

John  Ja-cob Jin-gle-hei-mer Schmidt Tra -la -la-   la   -la   -la  -la    -   la....
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1st Time:         2nd Time:           3rd Time:
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John       Ja  - cob      Jin-gle-hei-mer Schmidt           That’s        my   name

There are many ideas about the origin of this song --was it from vaudeville in the 1920s?  --was it a 
spoof of the need to learn new long names that come with immigration from foreign lands?  --was it 
from a folktale about an improbable meeting between two men sharing an unusual name?   Even 
though its origins are clouded in the past, “John Jacob” recently went viral on Twitter.   The song is 
“indefinitely repetitive” which with its changes in volume make it irresistible to generations of 
children.
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So who is he  --this John Jacob?  Nobody knows, but his name 
makes a great excuse to exercise our lungs in different volumes!

1st Time:         2nd Time:           3rd Time:
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John Jacob Jingleheimer Schmidt
Key F first note A, count-in: 1,2,3,4,John...

too.               When  ev- er   I   go  out,       the  peo-ple al-ways shout there goes

John  Ja-cob Jin-gle-hei-mer Schmidt Tra -la -la-   la   -la   -la  -la    -   la....
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John       Ja  - cob      Jin-gle-hei-mer Schmidt           That’s        my   name

There are many ideas about the origin of this song --was it from vaudeville in the 1920s?  --was it a 
spoof of the need to learn new long names that come with immigration from foreign lands?  --was it 
from a folktale about an improbable meeting between two men sharing an unusual name?   Even 
though its origins are clouded in the past, “John Jacob” recently went viral on Twitter.   The song is 
“indefinitely repetitive” which with its changes in volume make it irresistible to generations of 
children.

“If you know someone who has the same last name as you, put your hand up.   ---
Everyone eh?   Well,   if you know someone who has the same first name as you, put 
your hand up.  “Most people have a first name, a last name, and maybe some middle 
names.  Hands up if you have a middle name.  (Ask a few students what their middle name 
is.)  “Do you know anyone who has the same first name, last name and middle names 
as you?   (Explore responses!)

“John Jacob Jingleheimer Schmidt   ---that’s an interesting name.  John Jacob 
Jingleheimer Schmidt.   Sounds like the person’s family  might have come from 
Germany.   Jingleheimer  --the word, heimer means house, bright house in German.   
I don’t know what a “jingle- heimer might mean.   It’s pretty unusual.   Listen what 
happens when John Jacob Jingleheimer Schmidt goes out one day.
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Sing Play MusicSing Play Music  or  John Jacob Jingleheimer Schmidt

“The second time you hear John’s name, its shouted.   Why?
Do you think he really met another person with his name?   Maybe, maybe not.  It’s fun 
to think about.   Can you say his whole name?  (John.....Schmidt)

Teach the song by rote (students echo you after each line)
OR  use the mp3  --magic lips the first time, then sing the second and third times.
(Be sure to encourage loud shouting on the last “John Jacob Jingleheimer Schmidt”.)



John Jacob Jingleheimer Schmidt
Key F, first note A(mi)

John Ja-cob Jin-gle-hei-mer Schmidt

That’s my name too

P

��������������

When ev -er  I go out,

The    peo-ple   al-ways  shout    there goes     

John  Ja - cob  Jin - gle - hei -mer     Schmidt

Tra  - la  - la   la  -  la  -  la  -  la   -   la...
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