
CanDo 3  October Songs

Page 1 Red, Orange, Yellow, Brown
   (Improvising)

Page 2 Turkey In The Straw
Page 3 Five Fat Turkeys
  Shoo Turkey
Page 4 We Give Thanks
  Thanksgiving Dinner

Page 5 I Never Saw a Purple Cow
   (Dynamics)
Page 6 Purple Stew

Page 7 There Was An Old Witch
Page 8 Twinkle Bat
  Three Snowy Owls
Page 9 Old Mrs. Witch
   (Composing & Performance)
Page 10 Skin and Bones
  In the Dark, Dark, Wood



 Red, Orange, Yellow, Brown
Canada

L J Clare
2010

Key C, first note so(G)
A cappella count-in: 1,2,3,4,Red...

In the   park and  in  the   street           ev-’ry-where I   put  my   feet.

Red,     or-ange  yel-low, brown,     leaves   are        fal-ling down,

“Leaves are falling down”

“Leaves are  ___________________  down”

“Leaves are  ___________________  down”

“Leaves are  ___________________  down”

What interesting verbs could 
describe what the leaves are doing?
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Improvisation
What does it mean “to improvise” during a song?    

What musical instrument would you choose to improvise during this song?



Sil -  ly  lit -  tle     dance    they  call        the     Tur-key    in   the       straw  1.Put   your

Tur-key   in  the       straw,        haw,   haw,      haw.        Tur - key   in   the     hay,

Turkey in the Straw
Key C, first note E(mi)
count-in:  1,2,1,2,Tur-key...

tune:  USA traditional
words:  rev. LJ Clare

folksong - barndance
circa  1850s

hay,   hay,         hay.              Fun- ni-est           thing     I           ev  -   er         saw,

There once was a man with a double chin,
Who performed with skill on the violin,
And he played in time, and he played in tune,
As he danced under the moon.

Put your hands like so then you flap 'em as you go,
First one step to the left, and y'r moving very slow,
Now you strut to the right, and it's such a silly sight,
As you dance right through the night.

Turkey in the straw   ha ha ha    Turkey in the hay    hay hay hay
Funniest thing I ever saw
Silly little dance they call the Turkey in the Straw

Turkey in the straw   ha ha ha    Turkey in the hay    hay hay hay
Funniest thing I ever saw
Silly little dance they call the Turkey in the Straw

Turkey in the straw   ha ha ha    Turkey in the hay    hay hay hay
Funniest thing I ever saw
Silly little dance they call the Turkey in the Straw

What is the form of this song called?
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Five fat turkeys are we,    X    X
We slept all night in a tree,   X   X
When the cook came around
We couldn't be found,
So that's why we're here, you see.   X   X

Shoo TurkeyKey G, first note D(low so)
pentatonic:  so - do - mi - so
a cappella count-in:  1 2 1 Little...

Call and Response
United States

arr:  LJ Clare 2013

1. Lit - tle    girl   lit - tle  boy,         (Yes  ma'am.)   Well, did you go  to the  barn?
2. Did you   see  my  tur-key?         (Yes  ma'am.)  Well  is  my  tur - key   gone? 
3. Which    way   did he   go?         (Don't know.)  Well will you help me  catch 'im?    

              (Yes  ma'am.)   
            (Yes  ma'am.)     
            (Yes  ma'am.)     

shoo  shoo,  shoo tur - key    shoo shoo      shoo____________.       shoo_________.

(shoo motion                                    (shoo motion)

(shoo motion                                             (throw hands over head)     (throw hands over head)

Call                                                 Response           Call

Chorus

Verse

 Response

Then __________         Shoo  tur -    key      shoo shoo,    shoo tur -  key

For ext
ra excit

ement, speed up to 

double time on each chorus!

What is the form of this song called?
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Thanks-giv-ing  din-ner,              food    on my        plate

Thanks-giv-ing  din-ner,             I can    hard-ly        wait

 ta   ti-ti   ti-ti     sh       ta    ti-ti         ta-a

ta    ti-ti    ti-ti     sh     ti-ti    ti-ti        ta-a

What do you want for your dinner?

 We Give Thanks
Canada
Ontario

L J Clare
2009

We give thanks for the   food   we      eat.

We give thanks for the friends  we     meet.

We give thanks for the  days    we     live.

We live thanks     by     what   we  give.

Eat.        Meet.              Live.         Give.  

That’s the way     I      want    to    live.   

*         *    So     be it!

c.
 2

0
2

3
8

 L
J 

C
la

re
 p

a
rt

 o
f 

C
a
n
 D

o
 M

u
si

c 
p
e
rm

is
si

o
n
 g

iv
e
n
 t

o
 c

o
p
y 

fo
r 

cl
a
ss

ro
o
m

 o
r 

h
o
m

e
 u

se

Cd3 October Songbook Page 4



I    never saw a purple cow  I   never hope to see one

But   I can tell you any how  I’d   rather see than be one!

4

4

I Never Saw A Purple Cow
anon.

United States
1895

I    never saw a purple cow  I   never hope to see one

But   I can tell you any how  I’d   rather see than be one!

4

4

I Never Saw A Purple Cow
Gelett Burgess
United States

1895

count-in:  1and 2 and 3 and 4 I never ....
 

staccato legato

piano forte

presto

andante

allegrodecrescendo

crescendo

Choose one or two dynamics.
Decide where in the chant they will take effect.
Give the count-in,  and  PERFORM!
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e - ven       a     pur - ple          you!

Pur-ple      po - ta -toes and      pur-ple    to - ma -toes and

Purple Stew

Mak-ing      a    pur - ple        stew, whip whip whip whip

Mak-ing      a      pur - ple           stew,  stew-by, dew-by do

Fan-cy meet-ing you     in   a       pur-ple   x    stew!

Canada
campsong

1900's

Key G, first note A(re)
a capella count-in:  1,2,3,4,Making...

purple peas and purple teas
purple soup and purple goop
purple beans and purple sardines
purple noodles and purple strudel

purple ??
               purple  _____________  and purple ________________
                   and even a purple you,   stewby,   dewby do!

 purple  _____________  and purple ________________
     and even a purple you,   stewby,   dewby do!

? ?

? ?
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There  was an old witch,  be  lieve it if you can,    She tapped on the win-dows and she

ran,     ran,       ran.        She    ran   hel-ter skel-ter with her  toes    in  the    air,

Corn  stalks  fly - ing from the  old   wi -tches hair!    "Swish" goes the broom stick,   "Me-

ow,"   goes the  cat,            "Plop,"   goes the hop  toad,     sit-ting  on  her  hat.

"Whee," chuck-led I, "What fun, what fun! " Hal-low-e'en night when the witch-es   run.

There Was An Old Witch
United States

folksong

Key D, first note so(A)
a cappella count-in:  1&2&3&4There...

Allegro
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Three       snow   -  y       owls                   three      snow   -  y      owls 

  Hoot   in    the   night,          hoot       in    the   night,       They    all   flew off of   a  

 big       oak  tree twas the   spook -i -est   sight that  we      ev   -   er   did  see,  my

 friend     and   Mom and  my      Dad       'n   me,     three     snow -  y     owls.

Three Snowy Owls
Key D, first note mi(F#)
a cappella count-in:  1--2--Three...
 

tune: traditional round
words: Canada 2011

L. J. Clare

Twin-kle twin-kle lit-tle    bat,     how  I won-der  where you're at 

Fly -ing right  a -  cross the moon,   To  the  mus-ic    of    a   loon,

Twinkle Bat words: Canada
2010

LJClare et al

Key Dm, first note: D(do)
count-in:  1,2,3,4,Twinkle...
arr: ljc

Twin-kle twin-kle       lit-tle    bat,       how  I   won-der  where you're at 

electronic keyboard
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Old Mrs. Witch anon.
20th C.
arr: LJC

Key Dm, first note high D’, 
a cappella count-in 1,2,3,clap,Old ...

“Old    Mr-s. Witch,                Old     Mr-s. Witch,           1.  Tell me how you fly.
                                                                                      2. Tell me what you see.
                                                                                      3. Tell me what you do.

Tell me how you fly.”    “I      fly   on  my  broom -stick    up__    in the sky.”

Tell me what you see.”  “I    see-a   lit-tle Jack-O Lan-tern look-ing at___me.”

Tell me what you do.”  “I’m  nib-bling at my pump-kin pie & I’ll___scare__ you   Boo!

Old Mrs. Witch,   Old Mrs. Witch  Tell me how you _____________________________________________

I  __________

eat

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

with a great big spoon

I’m not very neat.

*choose a different “witch” to answer each question

*divide into two groups and face each other when singing
      question askers                      witches

Add a little drama to this question-answer song by ...

* making the witch’s voice 

*add some sound effects in the background

witchy
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Skin and Bones

There was an old woman all skin and bones.   Ooo
She lived down by the old graveyard  Ooo
One night she thought she'd take a walk   Ooo
She walked down by the old graveyard  Ooo
She saw some bones a layin around  Ooo
She went to the closet to get a broom   Ooo
She opened the door and BOO!

There   was  an old   wo-man all    skin  and bones,  Ooo____________ oo_____.

Key Em, first note E(do)
a capella count-in:  1--2-There...

Ireland
1700s

At midnight in the museum hall

The fossils gathered ...

...   no drums or saxophones

...   the clatter of their bones

a rolling, rattling ...

of mammoth polkas ...

Fossils   by Camille Saint-Saens

In a dark, dark wood there was a dark, dark house
And in that dark, dark house there was a dark, dark room.
And in that dark, dark room there was a dark, dark closet
and in that dark, dark closet there was a dark, dark shelf.
And on that dark dark shelf there was a dark dark box
And in that dark dark box there was a

?
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